


Spending Time with Jesus in Luke 2

This week, we’ll read through Luke Chapter 2 three times in total. Consider reading it out loud like you are reading the script to The Chosen. Imagine yourself there…maybe you take food to the elderly Anna at the temple each day. Roman soldiers push you out of the way as you walk, calling you a dog. Your dad’s money, if he has any left after taxes, has Caesar Augustus’ name on it. Maybe one of your family members is seriously thinking about joining a revolt. At Passover, you and your family retell and reexperience the story of God setting His people free from Egypt’s oppression. Every February, you tell the story of Esther and remember how your people rejected God over and over and over and over…and finally ended up in exile. Will God ever return to His temple?
Now invite Jesus to speak to you as you read Luke 2.

First read through: Read Chapter 2 all the way through, imagining you are there.

Second read through: Look for themes and underline them in the color on your key. Remember, Chapters 1 and 2 are Luke’s way of introducing us to Jesus. 
What do you notice?
1)
 


2)



3)



Third read through: Answer questions as you go. Read in the sections listed.
Luke 2:1-21
Remember how underlining with different colors helps us trace themes. Which color/theme shows up most in this story?


Which characters are involved in that theme? 


If you were to rate them on a scale of most important to least, where would they fall?


Why does Luke choose to highlight these characters? (He could have mentioned Mary and Joseph’s host family or the magi that Matthew highlights.)



Why do you think the angel gave “a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger” as a sign to the shepherds?



Luke 2:22 – 40
How many times is the Holy Spirit mentioned in this section? 

What does it mean when a word or phrase is repeated in a passage? What if it’s repeated 3 times?


Why do you think this is said of Simeon? 


Who was filled with the Holy Spirit in chapter 1?


Thinking about what you know so far about Luke (and remember from Acts), why do you think Luke would mention the Holy Spirit so much right at the start of his account?


How many stories so far (ch 1 & 2) have been set in the temple? 

Have a look at the very last verse Luke. Where does it take place? 

We talked about the temple being where God’s divine holy presence intersects our space because He desires to live with His people. But just like an astronaut would not think of taking a spacewalk without wearing a space suit, having God’s presence dwelling with His people means His people must observe the accommodations He set up (think about the 2nd half of Exodus being mostly about how to set up the tabernacle.) We mortal humans who have all committed treason against the King of Kings can’t survive His holiness without those accommodations. And only those who are willing to submit to God as their Sovereign (remember the 1st two commandments?) will observe those commands. 
Yes, the Jews are longing for God to return to the temple, but hmmmm…are they REALLY ready to submit to Him when He comes? His ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughts.
Which 2 characters are ready and waiting to welcome God the Son into His temple?


Why do think Luke organized the story of Jesus so that the temple is the setting of the beginning and the end?




Luke 2:41-52
Jesus is twelve and already His ways are not lining up with expectations. 
Who is amazed/astonished? Why?



What festival is the setting of this story? What Old Testament story is this festival celebrating? 


Is Luke giving us a clue about what will happen? If so, what?
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