Spending Time with Jesus in Luke 3

Don’t forget to invite Jesus to speak to you as you read this week. 
First read through: Read Chapter 3 all the way through, imagining you are there. 

Second read through: Look for themes in verses 1-23 and underline them in the color on your key. Circle names you recognize in verses 24-37.
What do you notice?
1) 
 


2)



3)



Third read through: Answer questions as you go. 
Luke 3:1-20
Keeping in mind how incredible John and Jesus’ births were (and how Jesus amazed his parents and those who heard him at the temple at 12 years old), Luke moves us to the story of John announcing that God’s salvation is here!
List all the leaders in verses 1-2.

Luke isn’t just telling us exactly when this took place in history, he is also showing how God is breaking into the world on their turf. Here comes the upside-down kingdom!
Who will see God’s salvation?


Where is John baptizing? 

Did you know that there were pools in Jerusalem that were used by the Jews to become ceremonially clean (like the pool of Siloam)? Did you also know that the Jordan River is about 20 miles from Jerusalem? Not only that, it is a really, really steep hike down to the Jordan.
What story do you remember about the Jordan River from quizzing over Joshua?



So, why do you think John is baptizing in the Jordan River? 


Who is coming out ALL the way to the Jordan to be baptized? 



What does John call them?


A “brood of vipers” means a nest of baby poisonous snakes. 

So, if John is thinking about the serpent in the Garden of Eden, whose side does he think the crowds are on? 


Prophets (and yes, John is the last and greatest of the prophets) say and do things in attention getting ways. The point of their message is, “Please, I urge you: repent…judgment is coming! Repent now!”
What word pictures does John use to describe the judgment that is coming on those who don’t choose to repent? (for instance, see verses 9 and 17)


Remember, “repent” means to change direction, to do a complete 180. 
So if John is saying they are acting and living like a snake (think Garden of Eden), what would it mean for them to repent? (see verse 8)



Were you surprised to learn about certain groups of people who came to John? If so, why?



Luke assumes you know the story about Herod imprisoning John. What do you remember about that story from Matthew 14?


Luke 3:21-37
The way has been prepared for God’s Messiah to come into the world as King.
What is the first thing we see Jesus doing? 


Is this an act of humility? How?


Is he exalted? How?


God’s people have prayed for centuries that God would open heaven and come down to destroy their enemies and set them free. (Read Psalm 144:5-11 and Isaiah 64.)
What do you think John is thinking will happen next after witnessing verses 21-22?


“You are my Son” is from Psalm 2:7
“whom I love” is from Genesis 22:2
“with you I am well pleased” is from Isaiah 42:1

Psalm 2 and Isaiah 42 were very important to the Jews in Jesus’ day because they were powerful prophecies about the Messiah (the Lord’s anointed.) Psalm 2 is God’s royal proclamation announcing his Son, the King of Kings who would reign over the whole earth.*
What is the story around Genesis 22:2?

At Jesus’ baptism, God speaks with words from the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings…in other words, from the whole Old Testament: HERE IS MY SON! YOUR GOD HAS COME!!!
So what specifically do you think God is announcing by stringing those 3 scriptures together?
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